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Watino  Bridge  Over  Smoky 
Becomes  Longest  Traffic  Span 

The  Watino  Bridge,  an  efficient  communication  link  across 
the  Smoky  River  for  residents  of  the  central  Peace  River  district, 
was  officially  opened  June  15  by  Hon.  Gordon  Taylor,  Alberta 
Minister  of  Highways. 

As  Mr.  Taylor  cut  the  ribbon,  the  wooden  ferry  which  had 
served  the  area  for  17  years  lay  neglected  nearby,  another 
reminder  of  the  growing  maturity  of  the  Peace  River  country. 

The  bridge  lies  53  miles  from  Triangle  on  Highway  No.  49 
from  Triangle  to  Spirit  River.  It  was  designed  by  engineers  of 
the  Bridge  Branch  of  the  Alberta  Highways  Department. 

With  a  span  of  1,100  feet,  the  bridge  is  the  longest  highway 
traffic  bridge  in  the  Province  and  was  built  at  a  cost  of  $855,000. 
Five  concrete  buttresses  support  its  835  tons  of  steel  structure, 
and  it  has  a  26-foot  width. 

Cutting  of  the  ribbon  climaxed  an  hour-long  ceremony  which 
was  observed  by  aproximately  5,000  people  from  surrounding 
districts.  Rainfall,  which  had  begun  the  night  before  and  stopped 
just  before  the  ceremonies,  prevented  many  others  from  coming. 

A  two-minute  silence  was  held  in  respect  of  those  who  had 
lost  their  lives  attempting  to  cross  the  Smoky  River  at  that  point. 

Speakers  included  Hon.  John  J.  Bowlen,  Lieutenant-Governor; 
A.  O.  Fimrite,  Spirit  River;  J.  R.  Defosses,  Grouard;  Ira  McLaughlin, 
Grande  Prairie;  J.  Cooper,  General  Superintendent  of  Northern 
Alberta  Railways;  A.  Frame,  Deputy  Minister  of  Highways;  L.  H. 
McManus,  Chief  Bridge  Engineer;  J.  H.  Johnston,  Chief  Main- 
tenance Engineer  of  the  Department  of  Highways,  and  H.  Cooper 
of  the  Edmonton  Chamber  of  Commerce.  • 


Two  Acts  Authorize 
Pensions  For  Disabled 

Disabled  persons  in  Alberta  may  receive  up  to  $40  monthly 
as  pensions  under  the  provisions  of  either  the  Alberta  Disabled 
Persons'  Pensions  Act  or  the  Government  of  Canada  Disabled 
Persons  Act. 

The  provincial  act  came  into  effect  in  June,  1953,  with  two 
amendments  since,  while  the  federal  act  came  into  effect  in 
January,  1955.  The  Alberta  Government  pays  costs  of  the 
provincial  scheme  and  one-half  of  the  costs  of  the  federal  scheme 
in  addition  to  the  entire  expense  of  administration.  At  no  time 
may  a  person  receive  benefits  from  both  Acts. 

An  applicant  for  either  pension  must  be  at  least  18  years 
of  age,  and,  if  single,  have  an  annual  income  under  $720.  If 
married,  the  income  including  that  of  the  spouse  cannot  exceed 
the  sum  of  $1,200.  If  the  income  were  less  than  the  amounts 
indicated  the  amount  of  the  pension  to  be  granted  would  be 
equivalent  to  the  difference.  Those  cared  for  in  public  institutions 
or  already  receiving  another  pension  are  not  eligible. 

Under  the  provincial  Act,  a  person  disabled  for  12  or  more 
months  and  physically  or  mentally  unfit  for  gainful  employment 
is  eligible. 

Under  the  federal  Act,  a  person  must  be  totally  and  per- 
manently disabled  before  being  eligible.  On  the  basis  of  a 
medical  report  submitted  by  a  candidate's  local  doctor,  a  medical 
board  determines  eligibility.  Applicants  must  be  mental  or 
physical  incurables  who  require  the  constant  care  and  attendance 
of  others. 

The  residential  requirement  for  the  Alberta  pension  is  the 
10  years  continuous  residence  in  the  Province  immediately  pre- 
ceding date  of  application.  For  federal  benefits  10  years  residence 
in  Canada  is  required.  • 


The  Watino  Bridge  across  the  Smoky  River  in  the  centrol  Peace  River  district  was  opened  by  Hon.  Gordon  Taylor,  Alberta  Highways  Minister,  shown  in 
the  photo  at  left  cutting  the  ribbon  across  the  entrance  of  the  bridge.    Following  Mr.  Taylor's  ceremonial,  a  cavalcade  of  cars  moved  across  the  bridge 

(at  right).    The  bridge  is  the  longest  highway  bridge  in  Alberia. 
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Take  To  The  Trails  For  A  Footloose  And  Fancy- Free  Vacation 

Hiking  Holidays  Develop  Greater  Appreciation  Of  Nature  And  Us  Beauties; 
Choose  Between  Organized  Hiking  Tours  And  Independent  Expeditions 

If  you're  the  type  of  person  who  likes 
to  enjoy  nature  at  a  hiker's  even  pace, 
strike  out  along  the  mountain  trails  of 
Alberta  this  summer. 

Through  the  National  Parks  and  the 
foothills  area  extend  numerous  scenic  trails 
that  can  be  followed  to  isolated  lakes  and 
valleys  denied  to  road-bound  travellers. 
You  can  carry  your  accommodation  on  your 
back,  use  the  hostel  facilities  of  the  Cana- 
dian Youth  Hostels  Association,  or  arrange 
your  itinerary  to  include  lodging  at  hotels 
or  tourist  camps — however  you  travel, 
you're  free  to  walk  wherever  you  like. 

There  is  such  variety  of  scenery  and 
terrain  in  Alberta  that  there  are  thousands 
of  hikes  which  can  be  made.  Wherever  you 
live,  there  is  some  nearby  locality  of  in- 
terest which  can  be  reached  enjoyably  on 
foot.  The  parks  of  Jasper,  Banff,  Waterton, 
and  Elk  Island  provide  lots  of  trails  to  carry 
the  hiker  away  from  the  crowds  of  motorists 
into  secluded  spots  of  natural  beauty. 

Lake  Louise  in  Banff  National  Park  is 
one  base  for  hikes.  From  here,  you  can 
walk  in  to  the  Plain  of  Six  Glaciers  at  the 
western  end  of  the  lake  or  to  Lakes  Mirror 
and  Agnes,  the  famed  "lakes  in  the  clouds." 
You  can  also  make  the  trip  into  the  Moraine 
Lake,  following  the  road  through  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Ten  Peaks.  Banff  offers  a  total 
of  1,000  miles  of  well-blazed  trails — suf- 
ficient to  provide  the  hiker  with  a  lifetime 
of  different  hiking  trips. 

In  Jasper  National  Park,  hiking  trips 
can  be  made  to  Lac  Beauvert,  four  miles 
from  the  townsite  across  the  Athabasca 
Valley,  to  Mount  Edith  Cavell,  18  miles 
from  the  townsite,  and  Miette  Hot  Springs, 
where  you  can  relax  your  aching  legs  and 
feet  in  the  sulphur  pool  after  the  38-mile 
walk. 

The  hike  from  Jasper  townsite  to 
Maligne  Lake  is  an  interesting  two  or 
three-day  jaunt,  made  in  three  stages.  From 
the  townsite,  you  travel  18  miles  by  road 
to  Medicine  Lake,  then  skirt  the  Lake  by 
trail,  and  follow  a  final  trail  from  the 
eastern  end  of  the  lake  down  Maligne  River 
to  the  lake  of  your  destination.  This  32- 
mile  trip  allows  a  different  route  to  be 
taken  on  the  return  trip,  over  Shovel  Pass 
and  along  the  Skyline  Trail. 

The  Amethyst  Lakes  in  the  Tonquin  Val- 
ley, 30  miles  from  Jasper,  lie  at  the  end  of 
another  fascinating  hike.    From  the  Edith 


Cavell  road  follow  the  Astoria  River  trail 
to  reach  the  lakes.  Here  is  a  log  chalet, 
as  well  as  tent  cabins,  that  can  be  re- 
served for  accommodation  if  desired. 

Most  hikes  in  Waterton  are  short. 
Among  the  best  are  the  trips  to  Bertha  Lake, 
located  high  on  Mount  Alderson,  Crypt 
Lake,  at  the  head  of  Hell  Roaring  Canyon, 
the  trails  leading  to  Twin  Lakes,  Carthew 
Lakes,  and  the  summits  of  Vimy  Peak  and 
Sofa  Mountain,  and  the  short  walks  to  Lake 
Linnet  and  Bear's  Hump  on  Mount  Crandell. 

Equipment  for  hiking  starts  with  a 
strong,  well-fitting  pair  of  boots  that  will 
stand  up  to  all  kinds  of  walking.  You'll 
need  the  usual  assortment  of  outdoor  cloth- 
ing, a  sleeping  bag,  eating  utensils,  and 
a  rucksack  to  carry  all  your  gear.  Don't 
forget  a  hiker  can't  get  along  without  that 
most  essential  of  all  his  equipment — a  good 
store  of  enthusiastic  energy  that  will  keep 
his  feet  moving  along  the  trails. 

If  you're  interested  in  hiking  and  wish 
to  affiliate  with  others  of  similar  in- 
terest, three  groups  offer  membership.  The 
least  known  is  the  Rocky  Mountain  Ram- 
blers' Association,  a  new  organization 
that  organizes  supervised  hikes  into  the 
Rockies  each  year  and  can  arrange  holi- 
day tours  and  camps.  Its  secretary,  John 
Hickey,  1422  7th  St.  W.,  Calgary,  can  pro- 
vide further  information.  The  Skyline  Trail 
Hikers  of  the  Canadian  Rockies  offer 
organized  hiking  tours  each  summer  in 
Banff  National  Park.  Anyone  wishing  de- 
tails of  this  year's  expeditions  from  Lake 
O'Hara,  near  Lake  Louise,  can  reach  the 
group's  secretary,  Graham  Nichols,  at  the 
Banff  Springs  Hotel. 

Best  known  of  the  Canadian  hiking 
organizations  in  Alberta  is  Canadian  Youth 
Hostels,  which  operates  for  its  members  a 
chain  of  13  hostels  from  Maligne  Canyon 
in  the  north  to  Field,  B.C.,  in  the  west,  the 
Spray  River  Valley  in  the  south,  and  Ghost 
River  in  the  east.  CYH  membership  entitles 
hikers  to  use  of  the  hostels  at  rates  of  50 
cents  a  night  for  senior  members  and  40 


— All  Photos  by  ff'illiam  Round 

cents  a  night  for  junior  members.  Separate 
sleeping  quarters  and  washrooms  are  pro- 
vided for  male  and  female  hikers,  and  a 
communal  kitchen  where  hikers  can  cook 
up  their  meals. 

Bunks,  blankets,  mattresses,  cooking 
utensils,  and  cleaning  equipment  are  pro- 
vided in  hostels,  which  are  open  July  1- 
Sept.  6  in  the  Banff-Jasper  area.  Divisional 
secretary  of  CYH  is  Miss  Eleanor  Orpwood, 
1717  24A  St.  S.W.,  Calgary,  while  Miss 
Patricia  Lyle,  11615  69th  St.,  Edmonton,  is 
secretary  of  the  Edmonton  branch. 

Lace  your  boots  tightly,  shoulder  your 
rucksack,  and  step  out  for  the  mountain 
trails  of  Alberta  this  summer — you'll  find 
the  open  road  offers  a  free,  healthy,  and 
economical  holiday.  • 


This  is  the  last  of  a  series  of  12  articles  on 
the  various  types  of  holidays  you  can  enjoy  in 
Alberta.  Additional  copies  of  these  articles  will  be 
provided  on  request  to  Within  Our  Borders.  For 
additional  information  write  the  Alberta  Travel 
Bureau,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 

Articles  in  this  series  include: 

7.  The  Circle  Tour 

8.  A  Photographer's  Holiday 

9.  An  Artist's  Holiday 

10.  A  Peace  River  Holiday 

11.  Fishing 

12.  Hikers'  Holiday 


1.  Rodeo  Holiday 

2.  Historical  Tour 

3.  Hunting  Holiday 

4.  Dude  Ranches 

5.  Mountain  Climbing 

6.  Canoeing 
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The  Changing  Face  Of  Alberta 


— Alberta  Government  Photos  by  Chuck  Ross 

[une  is  the  month  for  farmers'  picnics.  All  over  Alberto  rural  folk  relax  from  the  work  of  their  farms  at  happy  picnics.  These  photos,  taken  at  a  farmers' 
picnic  at  Halcourt  in  the  Peace  River  country,  typify  the  pleasant  family  get-togethers  and  the  community  recreation  associated  with  these  annual  outings. 


Loans,  Relaxed  Regulations 
Aid  Alberta  Homesteaders 

Alberta  homesteading  is  being  encouraged  by  new  land- 
clearing  loans  and  some  relaxation  in  homesteading  regulations. 

Homesteaders  who  already  have  35  acres  cleared  and 
broken  on  their  leased  land  now  can  borrow  up  to  $1,000  from 
the  Alberta  Government  to  pay  the  costs  of  clearing  and  breaking 
additional  land.  The  loans  will  be  repayable  at  an  interest  rate 
of  three  and  a  half  percent  over  ten  years;  on  overdue  install- 
ments, the  interest  rate  is  4V2  percent. 

Regulations  on  the  loans  are  being  prepared  for  distribution 
to  homesteaders  but  any  homesteaders  wishing  immediate  in- 
formation on  the  loans  should  write  the  Director  of  Lands,  Depart- 
ment of  Lands  and  Forests,  Natural  Resources  Building,  Edmonton. 

Main  changes  in  the  homestead  regulations  are  related  to 
residence  and  cultivation  duties.  Previously,  a  homesteader  had 
to  live  on  or  near  his  leasehold  for  six  months  each  year  beginning 
during  the  fourth  year  of  his  lease.  Now,  he  can  fulfill  his 
residence  duties  by  living  on  the  land  three  months  a  year 
beginning  in  the  fourth  year.  A  total  of  12  months'  residence 
is  required  to  be  eligible  to  apply  for  title  but  this  can  be  accumu- 
lated by  two  annual  six-month  periods  of  residence,  three  annual 
four-month  periods,  or  four  annual  three-month  periods.  The 
minimum  annual  residence  period  for  the  fourth  and  each  sub- 
sequent year  is  three  months. 


Another  change  is  that  the  residence  and  cultivation  duties 
can  now  be  calculated  separately.  For  example  if  a  lessee  per- 
forms his  residence  duties  but  not  his  cultivation  duties  in  any 
year,  he  will  get  credit  for  the  residence  duties. 

A  total  area  of  4,150,000  acres  in  the  Peace  River  district 
and  3,400,000  acres  in  the  central  Alberta  district  is  open  for 
settlement  but  the  amount  of  arable  land  in  these  areas  is 
2,605,000  acres  in  the  northern  district  and  525,000  acres  in  the 
central  district.  Some  of  these  arable  lands  cannot  be  settled 
until  they  have  been  sub-divided. 

Any  person,  18  years  old  or  over,  who  does  not  own  other 
land  and  who  has  lived  in  Alberta  for  at  least  two  years 
immediately  prior  to  the  date  of  application,  may  apply  for  a 
homestead,  covering  either  a  quarter-section  or  a  half-section. 
The  homesteader  on  an  uncultivated  lease  pays  one-eighth  share 
of  his  crop  to  the  Lands  Department  annually  after  the  third 
year  but  pays  no  taxes. 

After  five  years  of  satisfactory  residence,  cultivation  and 
breaking  duties,  the  homesteader  can  apply  for  title,  paying  $100 
for  a  quarter-section  lease  or  $300  for  a  half-section  lease.  The 
purchase  price  is  reduced  for  each  additional  year  s  duties  the 
homesteader  fulfils  after  the  fifth  year  and  after  ten  years  the 
title  is  granted  without  any  payment. 

Further  information  on  homesteading  is  available  from  the 
Director  of  Lands  or  sub-agency  offices  at  Lac  La  Biche,  Bonny- 
ville.  Rocky  Mountain  House,  Calgary,  Edson,  Peace  River,  and 
Grande  Prairie.  • 
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School  Jubilee  Events 


Schools  throughout  the  Province  climaxed  their  1954-1955  school  year  with 
special  Golden  Jubilee  events.  Historical  costumes,  pageants.  Golden 
Anniversary  cakes,  and  tree  planting  ceremonies  provided  opportunity  lor 
all  school  pupils  to  take  part  in  the  celebration  of  their  Province's  Jubilee. 
The  photo  above  shows  a  group  oi  children  in  historicol  costumes  eating 
slices  of  birthday  cake  around  a  large  replica  of  a  cake  in  the  school 

ouditorium. 


— Photo  by  Foto-Arts  Studio,  Red  Deer. 
at  Red  Deer,  these  children  dressed  as  Indions  to  take  part  in  a 
mass  pageant. 


a  tree  planting  ceremony  left  a  tangible  memorial  to  the  Golden  Jubilee 
on  this  school  ground. 


NG  EVENTS  from  January  through  November.  Information  should 
warded  to  Within  Our  Borders,  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Event 


— Millarville  Races 

— Picnic  

■Sports  Day  

■Sports  Day  

■Sports  Day   

. — Sports  Day  

Sports  Day-. 


— Pioneers'  Jubilee  Celebration.. 
— Picnic  


■Jubilee  Celebration 
— Jubilee  Celebration , 
. — Jubilee  Celebration 

■Stampede 


Place 

.U^ILLARVILLE 

 HAY  LAKES 

.JUNES  CREEK 

 INNISFAIL 

J.AC  LA  BICHE 

 McLENNAN 

 MANNVILLE 

 MILK  RIVER 

 MILO 


..JROVOST 
.....JVANTON 
JtAYMOND 


■Sports  Day  

■Jubilee  Celebration 

-Picnic   

— Sports  Day . 


Jubilee  Celebration 
-Jubilee  Celebration 

— Sports  Day  

■Sports  Day  

Sports  Day  

1 — Sports  Day  

1 —  Sports  Day  

2 —  Sports  Day  


JIOCKY  MOUNTAIN  HOUSE 

 STONY  PLAIN 

 ST  RATH  MORE 

   £OYLE 

 .STANDARD 


  SUNNYBROOK 

 TOFIELD 

 THORHILD 


COMING  EVENTS 

During  1955  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many  events  of  provincial, 
national  and  international  interest.    Within  Our  Borders  will  list  all 

COM. 

be  fa 

Dal 
luly 
luly 
luly 
fuly 
luly 
luly 
luly 
luly 
July 
luly 
luly 
luly 
luly 
luly 
luly 
July 
luly 
July 
luly 
luly 
luly 
fuly 
luly 
fuly 
fuly 
fuly 
luly 
fuly 
fuly 
fuly 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


.TURNER  VALLEY 

 TROCHU 

 VEGREVILLE 

 WASKATENAU 

 LOMOND 


3 —  Jubilee  Celebration  

4 —  Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta 
4 — Picnic  


.JLAMOUREUX 
.WAINWRIGHT 
 BURDETT 


4 — Sports  Day  

4 — Jubilee  Celebration 

4 — Sports  Day  

4 — Sports  Day  

4 —  Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta- 

5 —  Stettler  Stampede 
5 — Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta... 
5 — Calf  Club  Sale- 


XROSSFIELD 
...JRRICANA 
JSEW  NORWAY 

 WARBURG 

.^WAINWRIGHT 
^STETTLER 
.....ST.  PAUL 
^RED  DEER 


5 —  High  River  Dodeo... 

6 —  Calf  Club  Sale  

6 — Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta- 

6 — Calf  Club  Sale~  

6 — Calf  Club  Sale  

6 — Picnic  


..HIGH  RIVER 

 LETHBRIDGE 

 LAMONT 

 CHAUVIN 


.CORONATION 
 CHAUVIN 


6 — Sports  Day 

6 — Sports  Day  

6 — High  Prairie  Stampede- 

6 —  Jubilee  Celebration 

7 —  Farmers'  Union  of  Alberta- 
7 — Calf  Club  Sale. 
7 — Jubilee  Celebration  . 

7 —  Sports  Day 

8 —  Jubilee  Celebration 

9 —  Coleman  Rodeo  


.THREE  HILLS 
.....CHIPMAN 


.-HIGH  PRAIRIE 

 MYRNAM 

 CLYDE 


July  10 — Sports  Day  

July  11 — Calgary  Exhibition  and  Stampede 
July  12 — International  Columbia  River  Engineering.... 
July  12 — Sports  Day  . 

July  12 — Picnic  

July  12— Sports  Day 


July  12 — Jubilee  Celebration 

July  12 — Picnic  

July  13 — Sports  Day  

luly  15 — Peace  River  Stampede- 
July  15 — Picnic  


 WESTLOCK 

.WARSPITE 
.WILLINGDON 
-.-CALMAR 
XOLEMAN 
.JIYCROFT 
...CALGARY 

 JASPER 

.JNNISFREE 

 RADWAY 

.TWO  HILLS 
lERWENT 
lUNDARE 
.CASTOR 


July  18 — Cardston  Rodeo 
July  18 — Edmonton  Exhibition 
July  20— Sports  Day 


J'EACE  RIVER 
.......JSEXSMITH 

-CARDSTON 
.EDMONTON 
 ELNORA 


July  20 — Dog  Pound  Rodeo  

July  21 — Medicine  Hat  Exhibition  and  Stampede- 
July  21 — Banff  Indian  Days.- 
July  24 — Jubilee  Celebration 
July  24 — Picnic 


DOG  POUND 
lEDICINE  HAT 
 BANFF 


July  24 — Girouxville  Fair  

July  24 — Picnic  

July  25 — Imperial  Ranch  Rodeo  

July  25 — Lloydminster  Exhibition 

July  26 — Wetaskiwin  Fair  

July  27 — Benalto  Fair  


 JMAGRATH 

 ROSEMARY 

..GIROUXVILLE 

 GLENWOOD 

 BYEMOOR 


July  27 — Bruce  Stampede  

July  27 — Gem  Stampede    

July  28 — Western  Daily  Newspaper  Association- 
July  28 — Vermilion  Fair  

July  28 — Calf  Club  Sale  

July  29 — Lethbridge  Air  Show  

July  31— Sf.  Paul  Fair 


XLOYDMINSTER 

 WETASKIWIN 

 BENALTO 

 BRUCE 

 GEM 

 JASPER 


July  31 — Jubilee  Celebrations 


.....VERMILION 
.....VERMILION 
XETHBRIDGE 

 JST,  PAUL 

 STETTLER 


"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to 
acquaint  the  people  of  the  Province  with  the  administration 
and  services  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

It  is  believed  the  many  and  varied  services  of  the 
Government  will  be  effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known 
and  used.  Any  material  used  is  lor  immediate  republication. 

Within  Our  Borders  should  be  notified  promptly  of 
any  change  in  address.  When  sending  notice  of  address 
change,  please  make  certain  that  both  old  and  new  addresses 
are  included. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings.  Edmontoru 
All  photos  are  Alberta  Govenuneni  Photos  unless  otherwise  designated. 


